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-RAY PRUDDEN

Ray was asked by his daughter to make two accessories for the bathroom. The timber used was
Blackwood, which was part of the delivery Vic Forest made to the club last year. The trees were
felled in an area off the Acheron Way.

To make the small stand with three legs you can use the trick Robbo shared with the club at the
demonstration earlier in the year. Read the previous newsletter for how the drill guide was made
and there is also a snap of Robbo using the timber post in the tool rest to accurately guide the
drill.

These timber pieces add a touch of rustic appeal, slightly elevating bathroom essentials,
creating a centre piece for a modern look.
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The top bowl is blackwood
and also from the Vic Forest
delivery of last year.

The natural inclusions Ray
has highlighted add to the
unique appearance of this
blackwood bowl.

He has created a classic
shape with an interesting
rimmed edge.

Tear-out is often a big
problem with this wood, but
Rays sharp tools and
attention to finishing, have
overcome problem in this
case

The lower bowl is is sycamore
that came from Stephen Orr.

Once again simple lines with
an interesting edge, combined
with the finish, have produced
an elegant bowl.

Great projects for others to try.
Thanks Ray for your
contributions.
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DONAL KELMAN

In 2015, Pop’s Shed gave Don two red gum slabs with the instruction, ‘see what you can do with
them’. After looking at them for five years and mindful of all the cracks, rot and borer holes, finally,
desperation for project work during this current lock down finally took its toll.

With the old saying “The brave may not live
forever, but the cautious do not live at all” ticking
over in his mind, Don decided it was now time. He
eventually started the bone jarring turning of the
slabs with the intention of producing two bowls.

With the smaller slab, Don part turned a spigot at
the back, then started raking out all the rot, while
always on high alert and ready to duck, should
debris start flying. Luckily it held together, as Don
has shown during many demonstrations, he has
light hands when it comes to turning down tricky
pieces.

The praise better not be too thick as he is about
to get into an extremely sticky situation during the
next part of the project..........
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Now for the next part of the story we need to dig into Don’s past. Don was a veterinary surgeon and
yes believe it or not he operated on animals. Well, being a learned scholar, with a scalpel in hand,
he had always relied on others running around him doing all the mundane work like measuring
guantities. This task may seem simple; however, the story below seems to indicate otherwise.

Don proceeded to wrap masking tape
completely around the periphery of the
piece and set about flooding it with a
two-pack resin, stained black. The
intention was to fill the holes, cracks and
other imperfections with the resin.

After the first pour, Don stood back
admiring his work, thinking the finished
product was quite pleasing to the eye.

This measuring stuff seemed so easy
and Don went on to repeat the process
for the second pour. The intention now
was to attempt to flood the back of the
work with the resin.

Well, that's when the f‘s--t hit the
fan”. The resin was a 3 to 1 mix by
weight.

Of course, being the technological
advanced man he is, he failed to have a
Plan B available if things went wrong.
That was always someone else’s job. |
suppose that's why the nurses only let
him drive the scalpel, it was a simple tool
that had no electronics, no operating
instructions not even a remote. What
could go wrong?

Of course, the Dbattery in the
electronic scales went flat right at the
time it was needed to weigh out the one
part of hardener.
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So, Don now faced with this modern technology-based dilemma, had to estimate how much hardener
to use and went about pouring in a measured dose. How hard can it be he thought? It's just like

medicine.

Well three weeks passed and it had
only partly gone off. Some of the
outside remained quite sticky. In the
panic of the occasion (flat battery) and
getting the job done, Don sheepishly
admitted he probably didn’t stir it
enough. Don’t worry about the three
parts to one by weight stuff. The lack of
stirring seemed to be a sound and
plausible explanation for the sticky
situation he was in.

Into the fourth week now, Don finally
thought he had better start to turn the
piece before anyone sees the mess.
Keeping his head well out of the firing
line of unset resin, he found the
courage to turn the Stubby lathe on.
Luckily after getting into some depth he
found the resin was hard.

As Don got deeper into the slab other
cavities became evident. The solution
at this stage was simple, go and buy a
battery and weigh the components as
originally planned.

This time Don made sure he also
stirred the mixture just in case the lack
of stirring was the root cause of the
mess, not the proportioning by weight.

Good story Don!
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Finally, the finished products
thankfully, are not reflective of the
dramas experienced with the
second pour of resin.

Don has invested in spare
batteries and everything is back to
normal.

Nice pieces of work Don and
thanks for the story.

As an aside, Don warms up his
turning skills each day by making a
top. Thanks for the new bag of
tops, great work.

The sale of tops is going to be one
of the critical revenue raisers the
club will need post lockdown.

So please, if you can, follow Don’s
example and make some tops so
that we have plenty of stock ready
for sale in the near future.
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DAVID SHING

The following is page one of an article David sent for the newsletter; the complete article is attached
for your reference. It is good reading and supplies more information for you to use when choosing
a finish on anything you make that will be used with food. But please use caution when selecting a
finish. The second article is one | came across some years ago. The most important point to
remember is; select your finish with the caution you would use for your own family.

Food-Safe Finishes

woodturners as much as the

controversy over food safety—

that 1s, which finishes are safe to
use on salad bowls and other objects
that will come in contact with food.

So much confusion has been sown
that many woodturners choose to “play
it safe” and use walnut oil, mineral oil,
or some form of raw linseed o1l on their
turnings, even though these finishes
perform poorly because they don’t cure
well—or don’t cure at all.

The shame is that this controversy
ever got started in the first place.

I doubt any issue has crippled

Let your nose be your guide

There has never been any evidence of a
food-safety problem with any clear
finish sold to woodworkers or
woodturners. Only the widespread poor
understanding of wood finishes in
general has made this controversy
possible.

Food-safe finishes

I believe the topic got off on the wrong
path almost 30 years ago in Fine
Woodworking magazine and is fyeled
by continued comments and cautions in
much of the woodworking literature,
especially articles written by and for
woodturners. The existence of several
brands of salad-bowl finishes also
serves to perpetuate the controversy
because these finishes

cured and safe.

are marketed as “food safe.” implying
that other finishes aren’t.

Amazingly, the only legitimate issue
in the entire food-safety discussion is
the instructions on the cans of salad-
bowl finish, which claim the finish is
safe to eat off of before it has had time
to cure adequately. More about that
later.

Most likely you are familiar with the
controversy over food safety. You may
have even seen or heard my name cited
as an advocate for all finishes being
food safe (a lonely position even
though it seems so obvious to me).

History lesson
To fully understand the issue
surrounding food safety and
finishes, you need to know a
little history.

As you may remember, the
1970s was a time not only of
explosive growth in
woodworking but also

of increased attention given

to all sorts of environmental
issues. In fact, the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) was
established in 1971.
One of the environmental issues
concerned the existence of lead in
paint. Lead compounds make

Bob's sniff test: With any solvent-based finish(not
water-based), the easy way to tell if the finish is cured
enough to use with foodis to press your nose against the
finish and take a whiff. If you can still smell solvent, the
finish isn’t cured. If you can’t smell anything, the finish is
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A summary of non-toxic finishing products ideal for cutting boards, salad bowls, and other food-

centric woodwork

1

By Jonathan Binzen Fine Woodworking #129—Mar/April 1998 Issue
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After scores of conversations
with chemists, regulatory
agencies, finish manufacturers,
finishing experts, and
woodworkers, | found that there
are a few finishes that everyone
agrees are food safe. However,
these food safe wood finishes
(sometimes called cutting board
finishes) tend to be the least
protective, and the great majority
are in a kind of limbo, with many
experts saying most are fine for
use with food but with others
saying they should be avoided
because there are some
lingering questions about their
safety. In the welter of contrary
opinions about which finishes are
food safe and which are not, a
few naturally derived, unblended,
no-hidden-ingredients, certainly
nontoxic finishes stand out.


https://www.finewoodworking.com/author/jonathan-binzen
https://www.finewoodworking.com/issue/1998/03/issue-129
https://www.finewoodworking.com/how-to/Choosing-a-Finish/118064.aspx?channel=3
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100% Pure tung oil. Extracted from the nut of the china wood tree. Used as a base in
many blended finishes. Available from catalogues and hardware stores. Difficult to
apply, requires many coats, good water-resistance.

However, there are two reasons to be cautious: 1) some people are terribly allergic to
tung oil as it is made from a nut tree. The name “tung oil” is often used by paint and
varnish manufacturers as a generic name for a product that contains a small amount of
oil or provides a similar finish. Be cautions of tung oil varnishes and paints that very
likely contain toxic chemicals not meant for human consumption. If you use tung oil,
look for 100% pure tung oil.

Raw linseed oil. Pressed from flax seeds. Not to be confused with boiled linseed,
which contains metallic driers. Listed as a food additive by the Food and Drug
Administration (FDA). Very long curing time, good looks, low water-resistance, frequent
reapplication.

Mineral oil. Although derived from petroleum, it is colourless, odorless, tasteless and
entirely inert. Sold as a laxative in drug stores and as a wood finish in hardware and
kitchen-supply stores. Simple to apply, low water resistance, frequent reapplication.

Walnut oil. Pressed from the nuts of the walnut tree. Sold as a salad oil in health food
stores and in large grocery stores. If Walnut oil dries it shouldn’t go rancid. Easy to
apply, frequent reapplication.

Beeswax. The work of the honey bee. Can be mixed with an oil to create a better-
smelling, slightly more water-repellent finish. Sold in woodworking and turning
catalogues.

Carnauba wax. Derived from the Brazilian palm tree. Harder than beeswax and more
water-resistant. Can be used straight on woodenware as a light protective coating or a
topcoat polish. Sold in woodworking and turning catalogues.

Shellac. A secretion from the lac bug. Harvested in India. Super blond shellac in flake
form is the most water-resistant variety. A film-forming finish. Sold in woodworking
catalogues and hardware and art supply stores.
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https://www.finewoodworking.com/Materials/MaterialsPDF.aspx?id=24136
https://www.finewoodworking.com/Materials/MaterialsPDF.aspx?id=24136
https://www.finewoodworking.com/Materials/MaterialsPDF.aspx?id=24136
https://www.finewoodworking.com/Materials/MaterialsPDF.aspx?id=24136
https://www.finewoodworking.com/Materials/MaterialsPDF.aspx?id=24136
https://www.finewoodworking.com/2005/09/13/all-about-waxes
https://www.finewoodworking.com/2005/09/13/all-about-waxes
https://www.finewoodworking.com/Materials/MaterialsPDF.aspx?id=2874
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GEOFF MEASURES

The item below is a Drum Table made from Laminated Pine. The table has a diameter of 300mm
and stands 300mm high.

Once again you can see the application of the subject Robbo presented at the demonstration
earlier in the year. Using a timber post on the banjo to act as a guide for accurately drilling holes,
is a very handy idea.

The tile inset painted by Geoff’s wife Carol, is of a female Orangutan and her baby.
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For those who haven’t been to Geoff's workshop, let me tell you he always works under extreme
pressure. Morning teas, afternoon teas, anything he asks for, the lovely Carol obliges. It's tough
going in Ringwood East.

| suppose in the middle of all that pampering he has managed to finish off a few other items,
well done Geoffrey!

The top photo shows cheese knives with various Australian native wood handles.

The bottom photo shows two sets of six drink coasters of 120mm diameter with Australian
wildflower insets.
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GUY HOCKING

I've not done a lot of turning
given this year but | did finish
this, my first segmented
piece.

Its Redgum, Blackwood,
Huon and Walnut and
finished with Kunos
Countertop oil.

But as you would all know,
that the embarrassing thing
is, this is the partially finished
piece that CIiff Walsh
presented to EWT at his
demo last year!

Well, | finally finished it.
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It did however give me a taste for trying segmented turning so | built myself a ‘wedgie sled’.

There are lots of plans and YouTube videos on line if you are looking to try one yourself. The
advantage of this style of sled (with the two adjustable fences) is that you don’t need to worry
overly about things being perfectly parallel or at right angles to the blade. You just need a wedge
with the correct angle and (in theory) things should work out perfectly every time. You can pay
a fortune for some Seg- Easy wedges or, go to a $2 shop and buy a set of school set-squares.
The two below will give me 30, 45, and 60 degrees — wedges for 12, 8 and 6 sided rings. The
block clamped onto the saw fence provides the depth stop. Mine’s a little over engineered — but
that’s half the fun.
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The vase is my first
attempt at something
from scratch; made
from left over spotted
gum decking. It was
meant to be finished
before the deadline for
the newsletter but
things got in the way.
PVA takes a long time
to full set out in the
shed in winter!

The finished product
can wait for a future
newsletter or at Show
and Tell sometime in
the mythical future.

Page 14 of 16

Eastern Woodturners Inc.

inc.
A0033320G

NEWS LETTER No 4




Eastern Woodturners Inc.

inc.
A0033320G

LOCKDOWN NEWSLETTER No 4

The other project I've been playing with is some Bluetooth speakers. | picked up a pair of Rockler
Wireless Bluetooth Speakers from Carbatec last year and have started to make a couple of speaker
boxes.

The one below is from Beefwood and finished with Kunos Countertop. The Bluetooth pairing was
quite straightforward, it charges via a USB cord and volume is managed from your phone or device.
The kits were not exactly cheap and $56 each, but considering the price of a Bluetooth speaker —
not too bad. | don’t believe that Carbatec still stock them, but you might be able to find them online.
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CHARLIE CHAMBERLAIN The lidded box is of course featuring Christine
Chamberlain’s beautiful painting of a blue wren
that had been photographed at the back window
of the club. The wren is on a fired ceramic.

The wine table is constructed of Vic ash and Tas oak. Most
of the table parts are cut from a piece of Vic ash 280mm
wide x 60mm x 900mm long. | cut 280mm off the bottom
of the piece to use for part of the base and for under the
top. Then cut 60mm off the length of the piece that was left
for the centre column. | cut what was left in half with the
chain saw and dressed it. The top had been grain matched
and joined together with three 6mm dowels and glued with
tight bond glue. Itis important to check that the edges that
are glued together are squared off and when clamped
together that the two halves flat. All round parts are turned
on a face plate from the back so the screw holes are
covered by the next part of it.

The whole job is screwed together with Screw It Screws with no glue as it is cleaner and easier to
stain without any glue residue. The finished size is 420mm x 600mm high. The finish is Haynes wood
dye and three coats of Livos Counter Top oil. | don’t recommend you use wood dye if you have had
no experience in using it, if it goes patchy it's nearly impossible to fix.

Robbo would say ‘not much real Woodturning® in this table so that must mean that the rest is unreal
turning, I can live with that.
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